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1. There is no art without humanity. 

2. Art does not exist in a vacuum. 
3. Art is often confused with nature. 

4. Art is often confused with commodity. 
5. Art is often confused with intent. 

6. Art is easily confused with artifice. 
7. Craft is often misidentified as art. 

8. Byproducts of artistic behavior are often confused with artifacts. 
9. Art does not come into being by mere statement. 

10. Art has nothing intrinsically to do with beauty. 
11. Emotion and art are linked but not necessarily coexistent. 

12. If two different species have “art” it is likely that one is incomprehensible to 
the other. 

13. Art in its highest form transcends culture. 
14. Art tends to be culture bound. 

15. “Good” and “bad” are not terms that effectively apply to art. 
16. Art is intuitive. 

17. Art must be learned. 
18. Exclusively personal art is not art. 

19. Art yearns to be measured. 
20.There is no quantifying art. 

21. Once art has served its purpose its function is reduced to decoration. 



22. Art has the capacity to be multifunctional. 

23. Art has the ability to destroy itself. 
24. Art is not bound by media. 

25. The most complex manifestations of artifice are constructed around a belief 
that it can be transferred from one subsystem of culture to another and 

thereby function as art. This is fallacious thinking. 
26. Art has nothing to do with entertainment. 

27. Language is the best friend of art. 
28.Language is the bane of art. 

29. Art can explain science. 
30.Science cannot explain art. 

31. Religion is the enemy of art. 
32. Art is the salvation of religion. 

33. Social repression is a tool for the fertilization of artistic behavior. 
34. Artistic behavior is the most effective weapon against social repression. 

35. A conservative world view is ignorant of art. 
36. A liberal world view believes it includes art, but it rarely does. 

37. A progressive world view accommodates art but often proceeds unaware of its  
actual function. 

38. Art involves process. 
39. Art involves interaction. 

40.Art engages awareness. 
41. Art is humorous. 

42. Art is serious. 
43. Art is enlightening. 

44. Art is horrifying. 
45. Public art propagates the public’s misunderstanding of art’s function. 

46. The use of the term “art,” like “god,” “sex,” and “war,” will often result in  
catastrophic misunderstandings. 



47. Belief in art as a thing unto itself is destructive and  ignorantly myopic. 

48.The monetization of the byproducts of artistic behavior removes the essential 
qualities of art from those byproducts. 

49. Artifacts are byproducts of human behavior and can contain elements of art, 
but it is not a given. 

50. The function of art is to map the void maintained by that which human 
consciousness cannot otherwise conceive. 

These 50 points do not represent the totality of any understanding of art. They 

are presented here merely as touchstones for those desiring a more 
comprehensive appreciation for those things which otherwise elude mental 

deconstruction and reconstitution. 
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